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COURSE DESCRIPTION:
We will explore the principles and practices of the American government system including the federal system, Congress, the President, the judiciary, the political and administrative process, including public policy.  The course will rely heavily on your input—including group discussions, projects, debates and presentations.  

IAI COURSE NUMBER: S5 900

Objectives
Upon completion of the course, the student will be able to: identify all three branches of government; understand U.S. political structures; understand the roles and functions of government, PACs and the people.

Analysis
· Introduce the fundamentals of American Government and politics, particularly the major institutions and processes. 

· Develop skills and abilities in analyzing and evaluating issues and public policies in American politics.

· To stimulate interest in American politics and impart tools that can be of use to all life-long citizens.

· Develop critical thinking in the examination of reasons for the choices we make as we act in the public interest for the common good. 

Textbook
American Government. Election Update, 10/E. Walter Volkomer, CUNY-Hunter College 

ISBN: 0-13-185635-9 Publisher: Prentice Hall Copyright: 2005

Additionally, any of several sources are STRONGLY recommended for a better understanding of American Government:

· A weekly news magazine like the NATIONAL JOURNAL or the CONGRESSIONAL QUARTERLY WEEKLY REPORTS.  These are in the Library (and CQ is on the Internet).  These are NOT the same as TIME or NEWSWEEK.

· There are a variety of news services and news summaries on the Internet.  More information about the ‘net in class.

· The Daily Show and Colbert Report show a more humorous approach the American Government.  They air at 10:00 p.m. on Comedy Central.

ACADEMIC DISHONESTY:

St. Augustine College strives to foster a spirit of honesty and integrity. Any work submitted by a student must represent original work produced by that student. Using somebody else’s work without citing them as the author is an unacceptable practice and referred to as “Plagiarism.” Plagiarism, for this course, is defined as using more than five words in a row from a source and not referencing that source. This includes copying papers from the internet, using somebody else’s papers, or using text from articles without clearly identifying where the information came from. Plagiarism is strictly forbidden in higher education and any student found to have plagiarized will receive an automatic “0” for that assignments. Two incidents of plagiarizing will result in failing the course.  

Assignments
Biweekly reflection papers*

Midterm Examination, Week 8

Final Project, Due Week 16

*Late papers will be lowered a full letter grade for each week it is late.  Reflection papers should be two pages in length, typed double-spaced with 12 pt. font and 1” margins.

GRADING SYSTEM:

EVALUATION SYSTEM:
A  361 - 400



Reflection Papers
80 points (10 points each)

B  301 -  360



Mid Term Exam
100 points

C  261- 300



Class Participation
100 points

D  201-260



Final Project

120 points

F   under 200



Bonus Points

Up to 30 points

Attendance

Students are expected to attend class regularly.  Students who have more than three absences will have their grade lowered a full letter grade.  You are encouraged to please contact the professor if you will be absent.

Participation

We need you!  We will rely heavily on class discussions, activities and projects!  Therefore, we need you to attend.  Together, we will work as a community to discover what effects politics and government have. 

Course Contents 

I. THE FRAMEWORK OF GOVERNMENT. 

 1. Politics, Democracy, and the American People. 

 2. From Colonialism to Constitutionalism. 

 3. The Federal System. 

II. THE INSTITUTIONS OF GOVERNMENT. 

 7. Congress. 

 8. The Chief Executive. 

 9. The Federal Bureaucracy. 

10. The Judiciary. 

III. POLITICS AND THE AMERICAN PEOPLE. 

 4. Public Opinion and the Mass Media. 

 5. Political Parties and Interest Groups. 

 6. Nominations and Election

IV. THE RIGHTS OF THE INDIVIDUAL. 

11. Civil Liberties. 

12. Civil Rights. 

V. PUBLIC POLICY. 

13. Public Policy—What Government Does. 

14. Foreign Policy.

